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“Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally???” Forget that! You’ve got a math test today, 
and so you’ve taken the situation into your own hands. Thank goodness for crib 
notes. And you have kept the other hand free for the answers, which are just the 
digits 1 through 5 to put into the answer boxes in each of the ten equations. 
Seems simple, but there must be over a hundred different ways to arrange those 
five digits in a row! Because you are her favorite student, Ms. Hilbert has started 
you off by filling in some of the digits for you. All you need to do is fill in the rest. 
So, if she filled in a 2, you only need to figure out where the 1, 3, 4 and 5 go. Plus, 
she told you that a couple of the equations have two possible arrangements, but 
either one will do. After that, just combine like terms as Ms. Hilbert always says, 
to cancel it all down. That is primarily how you get to the final solution.  
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